Page 1 of 14

Katherine Ann Mallory
March 2026
My Journey

Forward

I am dedicated to the pursuit of truth and the facilitation of spiritual growth, delving into
the complexities of consciousness and the interconnectedness of all life. My journey is anchored
in a deep comprehension of the human experience, driven by compassion and a desire to cultivate
harmony, both within myself and in the broader world. Through reflective practices and
mindfulness, I aim to shed light on the path for others, promoting a collective awakening to our
shared purpose and potential. I invite you to explore this paper as a means to understand me on a
deeper level.

I returned to academia as an adult, earning my Bachelor of Arts from Albertus Magnus
before enrolling in the Hartford Seminary Cooperative Program. This program involved two years
at Hartford, followed by a transfer to Andover Newton, where I completed my Master of Divinity.
While commuting to Andover, I balanced my studies with a full-time position at Blue Cross, all
while managing a household that included two young adults and a husband with disabilities.
During this time, I was a member in discernment with the New Haven East Consolation and served
as a Licensed Minister at Pilgrim Church under the New Haven Association for two years, with
guidance from my advisor, Rev. Dr. Benjamin Doolittle, and my association advisor, Rev. David
Cole.

In the ten years following my ordination denial by the NHEC, my spiritual journey has
evolved significantly, leading me to a deeper understanding of how to truly live. Embracing the
call to thrive in my circumstances, I initially faced a bittersweet humiliation yet remained authentic
to myself. Under the mentorship of Pastor Mark Pilletere, I navigated this uncertain period with
grace, cultivating patience and a commitment to serve God, despite my uncertainty about the
future. As I let go of my anxieties, I found fulfillment in my roles as a deacon and choir member
at Old Stone Church and as a peer at Blue Cross, believing my contributions were valuable to both
myself and others.

My ministry took an unconventional form, as individuals sought me out for spiritual

discussions, and I encouraged a therapist to pursue classes at Hartsem, providing the support she
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needed. Throughout this journey, I realized that while I had my own expectations of how God
should guide me, His plan was different. By exercising patience, relinquishing control, and
learning to forgive, I came to trust that God had a purpose for me, requiring only that I step aside
and allow Him to lead. In this paper, I will discuss the Marks of Faithful and Effective Ministry
as outlined by the United Church of Christ (UCC).

My Journey

Having been a lifelong member of a UCC congregation, I identify deeply with this
community; however, I have observed that many members lack a clear understanding of what it
means to be part of the UCC. It is essential for us to articulate our identity to the broader
community, as [ am concerned that even active participants in our church do not fully comprehend
the significance of the UCC. Throughout my years in this denomination, I have rarely encountered
sermons that delve into the core principles of being UCC. As the minister of our local church, I
feel a responsibility to educate our congregation about our collective identity within our
Association, Conference, and the National UCC. While the UCC has established best practices,
local churches maintain the autonomy to govern themselves, allowing us to honor the traditions
observed by Jesus and the early church, such as the Psalms, prayers, and our two sacraments:
Baptism and Communion.

The UCC preamble encapsulates our historical faith, contextualizing it within our
contemporary worship as we receive God's grace. The first five points of this preamble reflect our
shared beliefs, affirming that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church. Our worship is rooted in
scripture and guided by the Holy Spirit, recognizing that all scripture is divinely inspired and serves
as a manual for righteous living. We acknowledge the historic church, drawing wisdom from both
recent and ancient traditions, as the scriptures, creeds, and hymns continue to provide comfort and
guidance in our lives today. I believe it is the responsibility of the church to thoughtfully seek ways
to maintain the relevance and vitality of our faith in contemporary society. This should not involve
altering scripture but rather deepening our understanding of the teachings conveyed through the
Holy Spirit. In my experience at various churches, I have presented an annual sermon dedicated to
the identity of the United Church of Christ, highlighting our reasons for membership, the

significance of contributing dues, and the function of delegates. The response from congregants
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has been overwhelmingly positive, with many expressing gratitude for the educational value of

these discussions.

How I Understand the United Church of Christ

The United Church of Christ is rooted in four distinct religious traditions: the
Congregational Churches stemming from the English Reformation, particularly the Puritans; the
Christian Church; the Evangelical Synod of North America, which represents the German
American Evangelical community; and the Reformed Churches of the United States. The merger
of the Congregational and Christian churches formed the Congregational Christian Churches,
while the Evangelical and Reformed churches create the Evangelical and Reformed Church. This
diverse blend of denominations ultimately led to the formation of the United Church of Christ, a
process that involved nearly twenty-five years of dialogue to reconcile differing beliefs and
practices.

Officially established on June 25, 1957, the United Church of Christ initially appeared to
me as a parent organization that provided our independent Congregational church with benefits
such as insurance and social justice advocacy. However, I have come to recognize that our
affiliation with the United Church of Christ identifies us as part of a distinct denomination, the
Congregational United Church of Christ, which offers a supportive network of like-minded
Christians while allowing us to maintain our independence. The preamble of the United Church of
Christ, unchanged since its founding, articulates a covenant relationship through six guiding
principles that unite us as essential members of a singular faith community with God.

The tradition acknowledges two sacraments: Baptism and the Lord's Supper, also known
as Holy Communion, reflecting the actions of Jesus. The importance of these sacraments resonates
deeply within me, as they are intricately connected to the spiritual journey. Baptism is viewed as
a visible sign of an invisible bond with the Holy Spirit, helping parents and sponsors understand
its significance. Rooted in the baptism of Jesus by John, this ritual evokes profound emotions,
especially when I consider the hopes and dreams tied to the baptism of infants. These innocent
children will face life's challenges, and I am filled with hope that we have equipped them to remain
steadfast in their faith. Similarly, the Lord's Supper serves as a powerful reminder of Jesus'
suffering and compassion for His disciples. Each time we partake in this sacred meal, we are

enveloped in Grace, Hope, and Love. Even in the face of His crucifixion, Jesus expressed gratitude
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for the bread and wine, symbols of His body and blood, a lesson of gratitude I embrace,
underscoring the unparalleled significance of His sacrifice. Inspired by MT Winters' teachings at
Hartford International, I recognize that even the simplest act of sharing a cracker and a cup of
water can embody remembrance, which she calls 'eucharist with a small "e." In these moments,

my gratitude for God's provisions speaks volumes, transcending the need for explanation.

How I Would Explain the Polity and Practice of the UCC

The Polity serves as the preamble to the constitution, establishing foundational agreements
that resonate with many. While the constitution contains extensive details, the average churchgoer
may not engage deeply with political intricacies. However, for those committed to addressing
social injustices and enacting change on both local and global scales, there are numerous
opportunities for meaningful involvement. The church operates on a grassroots model, where local
congregations set their own agendas and priorities. Delegates from these congregations bring their
insights to a broader church association, which then presents them at state conferences, ultimately
influencing the national level, including the General Synod. Ideally, the priorities established at
the General Synod should cascade down through the United Church of Christ, from national to
state to local levels, fostering a more informed community that is better equipped to address
immediate issues and make impactful changes.

Tensions arise and divisions form when we overlook the foundational truth that Jesus is
our Head. We are invited into a covenant relationship where our actions should mirror what we
believe Jesus would do. Our deeds are rooted in love and justice, and as stewards of the Holy
Spirit's gifts, we bear responsibility. Through faith, we receive affirmation and embrace God's
grace, striving to emulate Jesus to the best of our abilities. While each member of the body holds
significance, uniformity in practice is not a requirement; this understanding allows us the freedom
to operate independently while collaboratively contributing to the unity of the body. In any large
organization aiming to effect positive change, a system of checks and balances is essential. The
United Church has established such systems at every level, designed not as rigid laws but as
guidelines to help us excel and support those we have entrusted with leadership roles, thereby
ensuring accountability both individually and collectively. Attending annual conferences and

regional Super Saturdays provides me with invaluable insights into the achievements and
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initiatives of others in the field. Observing these events fills me with pride to be part of this

community, even if [ am currently in a position of learning and observation.

Ministry and Pilgrimage

Reflecting on the previously discussed issues, I recognize that my faith journey is deeply
shaped by my experiences. It is a continuous evolution, enriched by my interactions with others in
the world. During my time in seminary, particularly in a course on short-term pastoral counseling,
I became acutely aware of the biases we all carry and how our personal experiences influence our
understanding of others' struggles.

In the Chaplaincy program at Bridgeport Hospital, I learned the importance of being
mindful of my own emotions and the perspectives I bring to each encounter. Our supervisor would
say stop at the door of the patient’s room-picture yourself putting your stuff in a bag and leaving
it at the door until after you visit the patient. Being mindful that you don’t interject your emotions
on the patient. This works in a church community as well.

This awareness teaches me the importance of being fully present with others,
acknowledging my own journey while recognizing that our paths may differ. There have been
moments of uncertainty regarding my own journey, where faith in God's presence provided
reassurance of purpose. When I was denied ordination by the NHEC, 1 experienced a profound
sense of loss, questioning how I could have misinterpreted what I believed to be God's calling.
This moment of despair left me feeling adrift. However, through patience and ongoing
communication with God, I came to realize that His call remained, albeit on a different path than
I'had anticipated. Conversely, I have also experienced clarity and fulfillment in understanding why
I was called to certain paths, which instills hope and confidence in the belief that, even in times of
confusion, I am contributing to God's plan for myself and others, highlighting our

interconnectedness.
My Understanding of Call, Ordination, Church, Mission, and Ministry

“Everyone else probably thought that Samuel just honored David for an unknown reason.

Probably no one even dared to think this was a divine royal anointing. But God knew because He
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had worked in David's heart for a long time. “The public anointing was the outcome of what had
taken place in private between David and God long before.” (Redpath) Enduring word

My interpretation of ordination is that it represents a divine calling to preach and teach
the scriptures, as God imparts meaning to the words. The individual who is ordained serves as a
role model, aware that there is always someone observing them, reflecting what they perceive, as
that individual reflects Jesus. The actual ordination service involves the laying on of hands, which
confers the authority of those present, whether through ordination or the priesthood of all believers,
in covenant with God, empowered by the Holy Spirit. This signifies that the individual now
possesses the authority to lead a congregation in worship and to serve as a pastor, sharing the love
and discipline inherent in the teachings of Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit. While in the
discernment process, I have had the chance to embark on a life set apart from the world, while still
being a part of it. Not everyone who undergoes the discernment process will be called to ordination;
however, many who are ordained may not feel a “calling” to church ministry. Instead, they may be
called to lead and teach in other institutions. Nevertheless, if they assume the role of ordination,
they should, in my view, live a life that is distinct and set apart.

I perceive my calling as the path that God has laid out for me, a journey meant to be
undertaken alongside fellow believers. While there may be moments of confusion or missteps
along the way, I find comfort in the assurance that God is always present, using my shortcomings
to fulfill divine purposes. My understanding of a call involves a church or community in covenant
with God recognizing an individual as a servant of His will, affirming their alignment with biblical
teachings and their ability to convey God’s messages with integrity. Ordination, in my view,
represents God's blessing upon one's ministry, particularly within the United Church of Christ,
where the ceremony signifies the conferral of the Holy Spirit by fellow clergy and the community,
granting pastoral authority. Biblically, ordination serves as an appointment by the Holy Spirit to
bestow authority, and I firmly believe that what God has ordained cannot be undermined by human
judgment, as Daniel-God has been planning this for a long time.

The church serves as a community of individuals united in worshiping God, emphasizing
that it is the people, rather than the physical structure, who embody the essence of the church. As
a traditionalist, I believe that our mission is multifaceted, reflecting God's call to each of us and
our purpose in serving Him and our fellow beings. This mission is often articulated in a mission

statement that outlines the beliefs and objectives of the congregation. Additionally, missions,

Ordination Journey Katherine Mallory March, 2026



Page 7 of 14

whether through specific ministries or broader initiatives, aim to address the diverse needs of
individuals, bringing attention to those who require assistance or support. Ministry, in this context,
encompasses all efforts to serve God and His people, leveraging our unique talents to fulfill the
church's mission. Ultimately, we strive to create a welcoming environment where everyone,
regardless of their life journey, feels accepted and can return whenever they wish, always with our
blessing.

The vision for my ministry centers on a commitment to growth and attentiveness to the
needs of those around me, while striving to discern God's voice amid the clamor of the world. I
aspire to be a refreshing presence for individuals who have long viewed the church in a traditional
light, and I welcome the challenge of engaging with new ideas and perspectives, particularly from
younger generations or those unfamiliar with our history.

During a boarder immersion experience in North Carolina, I visited a soup kitchen
affiliated with a church. After lunch, we participated in a worship service where attendees used
shaker bottles filled with beans or rice. As names or prayers were called out, everyone would shake
their bottles, creating a collective expression of support and solidarity. To my surprise, even in
very conservative congregations where I had introduced this practice, it was well-received as an
innovative way to engage the community. This engagement will allow us to reevaluate our
practices through the lens of our past, acknowledging our blind spots while maintaining a forward-
looking approach. Despite the rapid changes our world has undergone in the last century, the
church has largely retained its historical form, with only minor updates. While other sectors, such
as banking and retail, have transformed dramatically, many church practices remain rooted in
tradition, utilizing the same texts, hymns, and prayers. Yet, there exists a significant population of
unchurched individuals seeking purpose and connection to something greater than themselves. My
ministry's challenge is to extend a warm welcome to all seekers, emphasizing that their presence
is as vital to us as ours is to them. Church is not solely defined by traditional worship; it can also
manifest through acts of kindness, such as providing a meal to someone in need or engaging in
meaningful conversations with attendees at events like concerts or blood drives. These actions
reflect a commitment to thought, word, and deed, demonstrating that the essence of church extends
beyond the confines of a building or formal service.

I believe my abilities will continue to develop and transform over time. Currently, I provide

a sense of calm in tumultuous environments, perceiving familiar situations from a unique angle
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that allows me to propose alternative ideas or challenges. I recognize that fear is a common
experience for many, and part of our individual journey involves confronting these fears. Often,
we take matters too personally, but I aim to introduce refreshing perspectives that honor our
traditions while encouraging innovation. I prefer to ask, "why not?" rather than simply saying "no,"
especially for a community deeply rooted in tradition. Although I may not excel in certain areas of
church life, such as finances or conducting ceremonies, I trust that these skills will develop if they
align with God's plan for me. My true strength lies in my close relationship with God, characterized

by frequent communication with Jesus.

My Own Theological Perspective

My theological viewpoint centers on a profound belief in God and in Jesus Christ, whom I
recognize as the Son of God. I hold that Jesus came to Earth in human form not merely to redeem
us from our own shortcomings but also to demonstrate that God is intimately aware of our human
frailties and limitations. Through the life, ministry, teachings, examples, and sacrifices of Jesus
Christ, we witness an outpouring of undeserved compassion and grace. While we may never fully
grasp the spiritual ideal that God envisions for us, we are assured of His love and acceptance in
our current state, embracing our humanity. It is through the individual acknowledgment of God's
love that we begin to transform, step by step, into the beings we are destined to become. I also
believe that the Holy Spirit represents Christ's presence among us, offering guidance and
instruction. Life's occurrences are not mere coincidences; they are orchestrated by the Holy Spirit,
and when I remain receptive to His call—whether through a voice, sign, or spiritual nudge—I am
blessed with divine gifts, which I refer to as God-incidences. My aspiration is to cultivate a deeper
relationship with the divine in every moment. Although I sometimes find myself engulfed by the
darkness of this world, I am reassured that God is always present, patiently waiting for me to
navigate through that darkness and into His light, reminding me of my inherent worth and
significance in His eyes. There are tangible expressions of faith that inspire me, such as
participating in Holy Communion and witnessing baptisms.

[ recognize the importance of humility, which compels me to confess my separations from
God in thought, word, and deed, and to accept both His forgiveness and my own, fostering a sense
of humility and humanity. The scriptures resonate deeply with me, speaking to my life and

circumstances, while being part of a community of seekers enriches my spiritual journey. I find

Ordination Journey Katherine Mallory March, 2026



Page 9 of 14

inspiration in the ancient creeds and hymns, and I remain open to the unfolding of new narratives
expressed through contemporary words and songs. Last spring, I organized a gathering for a group
of members, during which we explored three different labyrinths while engaging in walking
meditation. This experience proved to be remarkable for everyone involved, as we immersed
ourselves in nature, practiced stillness, and cultivated mindfulness. Interestingly, the greatest
challenge for the participants was the silence; they are accustomed to lively discussions and
cherished the opportunity for conversation.

I view my understanding of the church, community, and church family as an evolving
dialogue rather than a fixed concept. While I am assured in my personal relationship with Jesus, |
recognize that this journey of faith is ongoing and that there is always more to discover. Engaging
with the writings of various theologians and scholars, learning from the wisdom of those around
me, and actively teaching and preaching all contribute to the expansion and deepening of my
personal theology. If someone were to inquire about my beliefs or seek guidance on what they
should believe, I would first encourage them to reflect on their current beliefs. I firmly believe that
free will is a fundamental aspect of our creation, and I cherish the individual relationship each
person has with God as a precious gift. Each of us possesses the capacity to think critically and
apply our experiences in our spiritual journeys; what resonates with me may not necessarily
resonate with someone else. Therefore, a key aspect of my theology is to remain open to others,
allowing their insights and experiences to enrich my own relationship with God as He brings
diverse individuals into my life. Recently, a member's spouse faced a life-threatening situation
while abroad. During our conversation, I was initially attentive but then made an inappropriate
joke. The member approached me afterward, expressing that my comment was hurtful. I promptly
apologized and explained that my instinct in stressful situations is to use humor, even if it may not
be well-timed. He appreciated my honesty and clarified that what he truly needed was support and

understanding. This exchange taught us both a valuable lesson about empathy and communication.

Building Transformational Leadership Skills
Developing Transformational Leadership Skills: Collaborating with intercultural
awareness and sensitivity. This presents challenges in our constantly evolving world when working
with others across various contexts; the more one practices these skill sets, the more proficient one

becomes (ideally). I was raised in a predominantly white community; my extracurricular activities
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also involved individuals who resembled me. Over the past decade, particularly in the last four
years, | have encountered numerous opportunities to engage in more diverse environments. |
approach these situations by initially listening, contemplating what I can learn from them, and
striving to understand their viewpoints. When I have the chance to learn and remain receptive to
their teachings, they are willing to engage in open, honest, and warm discussions about our
differences and the common ground we can discover.

During my tenure as a chaplain at Bridgeport Hospital, I encountered a colleague whose
experiences mirrored my own in several respects, despite our notable differences. He attended
Yale, while I was educated at Andover; he is a Black male, and I am white. Our contrasting
backgrounds often led to friction, as he perceived me as privileged, which created tension between
us. However, through open dialogue and a willingness to understand each other's perspectives, we
were able to navigate our differences and gain insight into one another's lives. I no longer take
offense at being labeled as a privileged white individual; I have come to understand the reasons
behind this perception and can acknowledge the validity of the concept.

When I possess a vision, its implementation is contingent upon the group sharing that
vision; they are then inspired to achieve what we collectively agree upon as a shared vision, which
may even evolve into something entirely different, yet they commit to making it work. I endeavor
to be welcoming and capable of discussing anything within certain groups, while in other contexts,
there 1s a necessity for more sensitive conversations—but always from a foundation of love and
respect for the sacred space between us. I recognize that I serve as a role model; I have earned the
respect of the congregation, and there are safeguards in place so that if any issues arise, individuals
have others to whom they can express their concerns. I conveyed to this church during my
interview that while I may be a spiritual leader, the congregation governs the church; I will not
impose changes or insist on my way—this is their church, and they were here before me and will
remain after me—but a transformational leader understands how to engage the right individuals to
facilitate change from within rather than imposing a new idea or change upon them.

As an example, I observed that the committees relied solely on a trust fund for their
charitable activities, without engaging in any fundraising efforts. I proposed the idea of organizing
a small jar sale, where they could create cakes or soups using dry ingredients along with attached
recipes. They embraced this suggestion enthusiastically, securing donations for jars and

ingredients, and spent a creative day assembling and decorating the jars. This initiative was
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successful, achieving sufficient sales to ensure self-sufficiency and eliminating reliance on the trust
fund. Over the past decade, such experiences have offered me valuable insights and demonstrated
to members that they can still engage in meaningful activities, even if the approach has changed
from what it once was. As we work together for Justice and Mercy, I seek to recognize and address
both explicit and implicit biases within the Church community. Like most families, this
congregation possesses biases; many members have backgrounds that differ significantly from
those of the individuals we encounter in our neighborhood today. Nevertheless, this reality does
not hinder our engagement in meaningful discussions; in fact, it enhances our awareness of the
need for dialogue.

In our congregation, there is a member who holds a distinct perspective on politics, which
also shapes his interpretation of the wars depicted in the Old Testament. Our discussions often
reveal that we perceive these issues quite differently. This individual participates in Bible study,
and as we delve into the practices of a distant past where animal sacrifice was a means of atonement
for sins, many of us women find ourselves shocked. However, he approaches the topic from a
different angle, demonstrating a willingness to engage with these historical customs. While we
strive to comprehend the context of those times, recognizing how much more we understand today,
we appreciate his unique perspective and the insights he brings to our discussions. Through
dialogue, we have come to recognize that our biases stem from our unique life experiences; he
served as a medic during the Vietnam War, while | was merely a child during that period and have
never faced such conflict. This understanding of our differing backgrounds has significantly
enriched our fellowship, allowing us to appreciate each other's viewpoints more deeply. I gently
remind the congregation that fulfilling the mission Jesus entrusted to us extends beyond our own
doors. Collectively, we undertake various initiatives to combat implicit biases, particularly through
collaboration with the numerous departments of the City of Meriden. I consider myself fortunate
that, despite having discussions with individuals who hold explicit biases, we can respectfully
disagree on certain issues without it affecting their kindness or their commitment to following
Jesus' example of loving our neighbors, regardless of bias. As we continue to grow and participate
in open dialogues, we will uncover shared values; our fear often stems from the unknown or
misunderstood. The only way to bridge this gap is through conversation and a willingness to

support one another as we engage in these discussions.
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An illustration of my personal history of biases: I was raised in a household where my
father embodied the character of Archie Bunker, yet that was his bias, not mine. Reflecting on that
generation, I can scarcely accept that it was considered normal. My perspective is vastly different;
I aspire to connect with diverse individuals, embracing the sentiment that "no matter who you are
or where you are on Life's journey, you are welcome here."

Participating in Theological Praxis

Engaging in Theological Praxis involves a deep exploration of faith and its practical
applications within various contexts. This process encourages individuals to reflect critically on
their beliefs while actively participating in community life and service. By integrating theological
insights with real-world experiences, participants can foster a more profound understanding of
their spiritual journey and contribute meaningfully to the broader society. This dynamic interplay
between theory and practice not only enriches personal faith but also promotes a collective
commitment to ethical living and social justice. Incorporating theological reflection into teaching,
preaching, and leadership within ecclesial and community contexts is essential for fostering a
deeper understanding of faith.

Historically, many congregations have overlooked the Jewish identity of Jesus, which is
crucial for comprehending his life and teachings. Jesus's profound knowledge stemmed from his
immersion in the Old Testament, as the New Testament had yet to be written. This perspective not
only connects theology with practical application but also enriches our current understanding of
faith. As a member of the UCC Congregational community, [ recognize the importance of engaging
with diverse theological perspectives worldwide. My experiences at Hartford Seminary, where I
studied Islam, and my involvement in a chaplaincy program with black evangelical bishops have
broadened my insights. While I do not claim to fully grasp the complexities of each faith, I share
these insights with my congregation, emphasizing our shared goal of fostering positive change.
Our church collaborates with three other congregations, and I recently organized a Christian Seder
that drew 25 participants, who are eager for this year's event. I advocate for intergenerational
programs that engage us in social and cultural initiatives, as these interactions expand our
understanding of God's creation and encourage us to reach beyond our own boundaries. Together

we bring the church to life where we live.

Eschatology
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Eschatology is an essential aspect of theology, as it addresses the ultimate fate of humanity.
I hold a belief in a definitive conclusion to our earthly existence, during which we will be evaluated
by our Creator. However, this belief is balanced by the principles of justice and unconditional
forgiveness. Consequently, I do not subscribe to the notion of hell as a place characterized by fire
and malevolence. Instead, I envision heaven through the lens of St. Teresa of Avila's metaphor of
a castle with numerous interior rooms, each representing different levels of spiritual progression.
While St. Teresa identifies seven rooms with God at the center, I imagine a far more expansive
castle, filled with countless rooms that are beyond enumeration. Furthermore, I do not believe in
a literal devil or a physical entity that orchestrates malevolent actions among people. Rather, I
acknowledge the existence of a dark force or negative energy that we all encounter during
challenging times. These trials can either fortify our character or lead to its deterioration, and it is
the inner light we possess that ultimately determines our resilience and growth in the face of
adversity.

My theological understanding is continually evolving, shaped by the insights of those who
have come before me, including influential figures such as Carl Barth, Karl Rahner, Reinhold
Niebuhr, Howard Thurman, Sally McFague, Augustine, Julian of Norwich, Martin Luther, John
Wesley, George Whitefield, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Paul Tillich, Marcella Althaus-Reid, M.T.
Winters, Scott Thumma, Dianna Swancutt, Burns Stanfield, and many others whose thoughts have
resonated with me, even if only through a single quote. I recognize that I am a synthesis of all that
I have encountered and will continue to encounter in my spiritual journey. Initially, my
understanding of an open table was limited to its implications for my own experience within the
church; however, I have come to realize that a closed table conveys a message of exclusion,
suggesting that some individuals are unwelcome, which can be deeply hurtful. Furthermore, I have
learned that as one embarks on a spiritual journey, initial beliefs may be simplistic or immature,
yet through the sharing and nurturing of faith with others, there exists the potential for growth and
a richer, more profound experience. This interconnectedness underscores the importance of
community in our spiritual development, as we rely on one another to deepen our understanding
and enrich our journeys.

The interconnectedness of our spiritual journeys highlights the vital role of community in
fostering our growth, as we depend on each other to enhance our insights and enrich our

experiences. For instance, in a small Bible study group I have participated in for a year, we delve
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into the meanings of Hebrew and Greek words, uncovering deeper interpretations that significantly
enhance our understanding. Although the group is modest in size, the commitment to explore
profound ideas and share their impact on our lives serves as a powerful testament to the ways in
which the Holy Spirit engages with us. This group convenes at 1 PM, as is customary for most
Bible studies typically concludes within an hour. However, the depth of theological discussions
we engage in often extends our meetings well beyond the usual timeframe, frequently lasting until

3:30 PM or even 4 PM.

Conclusion

The culmination of my spiritual journey reflects the profound impact of the United Church
of Christ has had on my life, my thinking, my journey, and the diverse array of believers I have
encountered, regardless of their denominational backgrounds. Each interaction has enriched my
understanding and shaped my beliefs, highlighting the shared values that transcend specific
traditions. This journey has fostered a deeper appreciation for the unity and diversity within the
broader Christian community, reinforcing my commitment to inclusivity and compassion in my
faith. I feel like I have just begun, but I am also aware of my time on earth, but I am not afraid-I

know “I will be standing there in front of you on the rock.”
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